
Aberdeen School District No. 5 
Summary of School Board of Directors Meeting 
May 4, 2021 
 
President Sandra Bielski convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen School District 
Board of Directors at 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 4, 2021, via webinar following guidance 
for conducting remote meetings in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
Directors present were Bill Dyer, Jennifer Durney, Jessica Jurasin and Suzy Ritter, 
along with Student Representative Brooke Solan, Superintendent Alicia Henderson and 
20 patrons and staff watching remotely.  
 
The meeting began with the Flag salute. 
 
Minutes, Bills, Trips & Gifts 
The board approved the Consent Agenda, which included: 

 The minutes from the meeting on April 20, 2021. 
 
Comments from Board members 
 
Director Bill Dyer commented that it was Teacher Appreciation Week and that the work 
teachers are doing during these unprecedented times is very much appreciated. 
 
Director Dyer commented that the passing of Cosmopolis Superintendent Cherie 
Patterson is a great loss, and that many students in the Aberdeen district are among 
those impacted by the loss as they attended grade school in Cosmopolis. 
 
Director Suzy Ritter also expressed appreciation for teachers, especially for patience 
and flexibility, and creating normalcy as students return to classrooms. 
 
President Sandra Bielski noted the retirements on the agenda and thanked the retirees 
for their years in the district. 
 
Comments from Student Representative 
 
Student Representative Brooke Solan reported that winter sports have begun and 
spring sports are in the post-season; that ASB is planning a spirit week to go along with 
the prom senior parents are sponsoring; that May marks a month of testing for many 
students, and that graduation is now just 38 days away. 
 
Old Business 
 
Mastery-based credits: The Board adopted two new policies intended to assist 
students toward graduation by allowing credit to be awarded when mastery of a 
required subject is demonstrated: 

• Policy 2402 English Language Arts Mastery-Based Credit, and 
• Policy 2403 Math Mastery-Based Credit. 
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World Language Credit: The board adopted an updated to Policy 2409 World 
Language Mastery-Based credit awarded via a state-approved assessment (STAMP 
test). 
 
Graduation Requirements: The board adopted an update to Policy 2410 Graduation 
Requirements for 2021-2022 to reflect new state requirements and the return to a 
semester system. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Superintendent Henderson commented on the sudden loss of her very good colleague 
and friend, Cosmopolis Superintendent Cherie Patterson. She said she can’t say 
enough about her for being an a very strong advocate for the Cosmopolis School 
District, students, staff and her community.   
 
Teacher Appreciation Week: Following a reading by Superintendent Alicia Henderson, 
the board adopted a resolution recognizing May 3-7 as Teacher Appreciation Week and 
expressing appreciation for the work of teachers in our district. 
 
 
Distance and In-Person Update 
Superintendent Henderson provided an update on school operations. She noted: 
 Information is being collected from distance-learning families on whether they 

plan to return in-person in the fall and it appears 62 students have an interest to 
remain remote.  Superintendent Henderson said various options through 
Edgenuity would be available to students in Grades 3-8, with additional supports 
provided by the district. An option for K-2 is pending. 

 The district’s Return to School plan for the fall will be presented to the board at 
the May 18 meeting. The plan will include staffing for a full return, full schedule, 
five days a week. 

 Teaching and Learning Director Traci Sandstorm is taking the lead on the equity 
component of the Return to School plan. 

 With six weeks of school left, schools are operating smoothly throughout the 
district. She noted that the community is appreciative of the enormous effort by 
all staff to ensure smooth and safe operations. 

   
COVID-19 Response 
Superintendent Henderson reported that the current case rate is 187 new cases per 
100,000 over a two-week period for the region and that the governor has declared a 
pause on changing phases for at least two weeks. She noted that guidelines for in-
person attendance for graduation at Stewart Field currently allow for at least four tickets 
per graduate.  
 
 
Extended Learning Program 
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Superintendent Henderson reported that planning for Kinder Academy (Jumpstart 
Kindergarten), and extended learning for elementary and secondary students this 
summer are moving forward. Hiring for the programs is still taking place. 
 
Budget Advisory Committee 
Superintendent Henderson reported that the Budget Advisory Committee met on April 
28. She noted that the district is eligible for significant federal COVID-19 relief funding. 
 
WSSDA Regional Meeting 
Superintendent Henderson reported that the WSSDA Region 5 meeting is planned for 
Wednesday, May 12, at 6 p.m., and that it will be conducted remotely. 
 
Athletics and Activities 
 
Athletic Director’s Report: Athletic Director John Crabb presented an overview of 
sports participation in the district, and shared planning for the fall. 
 
Inter-District Swim Agreement: The board approved an agreement with the Hoquiam 
School District to let HHS swimmers compete with the AHS team as the Hoquiam 
district does not have a swim program. 
 
Next Meeting  
The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for 5 p.m. Tuesday, May 18, 2021, 
to be conducted remotely with notice and access provided under the emergency 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 
Personnel Report 
Following an executive session, the board approved the personnel matters, as well as 
certificated staffing, building administrative staffing and district administrative staffing for 
2021-2022. 


